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Upcoming Dates
Sept. 26 - Terry Fox Run 2-3.30pm

Sept. 29 - Orange Shirt Day

Sept. 30 - National Day for Truth & Reconciliation - School Closed

Oct. 6-10 - Spirit Week

Oct. 6 - Spirit Week - Field Day 2-3.30pm

Oct. 7 - Spirit Week - Community Yard Sale Fundraiser

Oct. 8 - Spirit Week - Coffee Morning & School photos

Oct. 9 - Spirit Week - ‘Tastes Like Home’ Food Fest 3-5pm

Oct. 10 - Spirit Week - Bowling Fundraiser at Avon Lanes

Oct. 13-17 - Thanksgiving Break - School Closed

Oct. 24 - Teacher Work Day - School Closed

Oct. 31 - Halloween

Nov. 11 - Remembrance Day - School Closed

TBD - Annual Fundraiser at Lightfoot & Wolfville
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Terry Fox Run
Our annual Terry Fox Run brings our school community together every year to honour Terry’s
courage and perseverance. Community members run or walk to support cancer research,
keeping Terry’s dream of a future without cancer alive. Our fundraising total has not yet
been calculated, but we do know that one student raised $1,100 in their neighbourhood
alone!

I will keep my note brief this week as there is
so much to share in our newsletter! I am so
impressed by how the students, teachers,
Board members, and parents have hit the
ground running this year. We have had a fun
and busy start to the academic year with
much to celebrate already.

There are some great events happening
locally for Truth & Reconciliation Day, I hope
our community members can take a
moment to go and learn!

Sincerely,
Mr James

By Mr James Weekes 
Head of School

Where did
September go?

This year is the 45
anniversary of the 

th

Terry Fox Run.

Did you know?



The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation is on
Tuesday, September 30th. To mark this important day,
we’re inviting students to wear orange on Monday,
September 29th for Orange Shirt Day.

Wearing orange is a simple way for children and families
to show kindness, remember the children who went to
residential schools, and learn together about the
importance of caring for one another.

If you would like to explore more or find places that
support Indigenous makers and organizations, please
visit the Orange Shirt Society’s website.

Please note, school is closed on Tuesday September 30.

National Day for Truth and Reconciliaton - Tuesday, Sept. 30
Orange Shirt Day - Monday, Sept. 29  

Program of Inquiry - A look at our year!

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/national-day-truth-reconciliation.html
https://orangeshirtday.org/merchandise/


The Booker School is kicking off a brand-new tradition - our first-ever Spirit Week!
From October 6–10, the whole school community is invited to join the fun, including:
 
Monday - Field Day - Students may wear their favourite sports-related outfit and
participate in some athletic, mixed-age activities!

Tuesday - Yard Sale - Donate and shop for end of season and winter items. We
also encourage you to donate any old Halloween costumes so they can continue to
be enjoyed this Halloween.

Wednesday - Coffee Morning - Meet up for coffee at The Port Pub.

Thursday - Tastes Like Home Food Festival - Share your faves and try something
new! Students are welcome to wear clothes that they feel represent their cultural
heritage and identity.

Friday - Bowling Tournament - Get a team and theme together and bowl your
heart out! All proceeds go towards the school’s Annual Booker Fund.

School photos will be taken on Wednesday, and we’re also excited to launch The
Booker Fund, supporting programming for our learners. Please join us for a week of
energy, pride, and school spirit!

Celebrate our very first Spirit Week with the whole community!
TBS Spirit Week - October 6-10

Administrative Business
A few of our events require volunteers and/or participant sign-up. Please see below:

To volunteer for the Community Yard Sale, click here.

To volunteer or host a table at our Tastes Like Home Food Festival (and provide bite-
size samples of a food you’d like to share with the community), click here.

To participate in the Bowling Tournament (and order pizza), click here.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P6i6SYUiQrwF8XVh1C5OnVSgdyw6vh2Og0oM6MHDgf0/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NRYTfuc4Ojj7iXJRv_CTNFKKxglXqkxUY5D_ES5m84M/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqAjmDqtUt0OeAI94j2JCXKaSzjKNYq5bfBQYxJgXWL83M9g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115117311782930297771




Last Friday September 19, Grade 4-8 students took off down the valley to
Klahanie Kamping in Aylesford. We are grateful to our hosts for donating this
wonderful site for us to experience.

The first camp of the school year is all about team building and making
connections between new and returning students and staff.  We are so proud of
our students who faced anxiety head-on with their first stay-away. Our
experienced and older students demonstrated incredible leadership
throughout the trip. Our students cooked, cleaned and passed intense scrutiny
in the ‘tent inspections’. We are looking forward to our next camps in the Spring!

Fun was had at Klahanie Campground!

Grade 4-8 Camping Trip



Last week, the Grade 5 class was excited to receive a letter
from a school in Williams Lake, BC, inviting us to join The
Great Canadian Mail Race! Each student picked a school in
any province/territory they wanted and wrote letters to
grade 5/6 classrooms all across Canada. Now we wait to see
which school will reply first. This activity was a fun way to
practice letter-writing skills, practice Canadian geography,
and even experience sending a real letter in the mail. 

By Ms. Katherine

The Great Canadian Mail Race



In an exploration of the Statement of Inquiry "Individual and societal choices in food
production and consumption have local and global impacts on sustainability," the
Grade 7/8 class visited The Station Food Hub just outside of Windsor. Here are some
excerpts from their reflections on the field trip:

"Today, the grade seven and eight class visited The Station Food Hub and learned
how they take farmers' produce that couldn't be sold, and process it so it can be. This
is one of many ways they make themselves sustainable. By buying the seconds
produce, the farmers make money for their produce that otherwise would have been
thrown away, and as [Founder] Rebecca [Tran] said, “it’s a win-win situation"
...because, the farmers get paid, but then the TSFH can sell their product for a profit,
and with the money they can keep running and expand to different foods...Overall,
The Station Food Hub is one of the most sustainable companies that I have ever seen
or been to. They just have so many amazing ways to keep the earth clean and
stable." (Max, Grade 8)

"Even though there are many sustainable development goals that The Station Food
Hub strives to accomplish, the most important one for them is ‘Zero hunger’. Because
they are a food based corporation it comes to no surprise that "Zero hunger” is their
main drive, although in the presentation they made it clear that ‘Responsible
consumption and production’ and ‘Clean water and sanitation’ are important to them
too." (Ember, Grade 8)

"The Station Food Hub is an organization that focuses on local food, helping the
environment by reducing food miles and making more sustainable food in Nova
Scotia...The Station Food Hub is a growing organization but it is still hugely impacting
food production in Nova Scotia and is showing a really good example for other
businesses and will hopefully inspire other places to do the same thing." 
(Asa, Grade 8)

By Ms. Temma and the Grade 7&8 Class

A Trip to The Station Food Hub



Clubs 

Lego Robotics has started strongly with a group of ten keen individuals.
Our Grade 8s with experience in the program are taking on a leadership
role and are determining the structure of some of the sessions!

Lego Robotics

Port Williams Elementary School hosted the first cross-country meet of
the season. Our students from G3-5 did extremely well and our runners
from G6-8 came to support!

Running Club



Volunteering &
the Parent

Participation
Program

Don’t forget to send in your October payments
at the beginning of the month.  Please send
etransfers to:

 treasurer@bookerschool.com

Please note that we can also take Visa
payments in the office with a 3% charge.

Tuition Payments for 2025-26

Our school community thrives when families
get involved! Volunteering is a great way to
meet others and support the experiences
that make our school special. Whether you
can help in the classroom, at events, or by
sharing a skill, every contribution makes a
difference. If you can give some time this
year, we’d love to hear from you.

Parent Participation Program
If you would like to sign up for our

Parent Participation Program, 
please email:

jamie.ohanlon@bookerschool.com

mailto:treasurer@bookerschool.com
mailto:treasurer@bookerschool.com
mailto:jamie.ohanlon@bookerschool.com


Ways you can support TBS
Donate Time:  Events, field trips, committees

Donate Supplies: Classroom and outdoor supplies

Donate Funds: Support us on CanadaHelps.org

Very meaningful gifts can come from a family’s hands, hearts, and
generosity. The Rogers family recently donated not only the materials but
also their time and expertise to design and build a brand-new mud kitchen
for our youngest learners. It was a family effort, with the whole family pitching
in!

Katrena, Logan, Annie, and Ethan turned a great idea into a beautiful new
outdoor learning space. They shared, “We are happy to donate and do our
part. The last year has been an amazing experience for us all. Thank you all
for welcoming us within this community.”

Ms. Liz shared that the school’s youngest students “enjoy working like in a
bakery, using flat pieces of wood or boards to take ‘orders’ for the kitchen.
They frequently serve brownies, cakes, cupcakes, and cookies, creatively
incorporating various plants and natural materials from the surroundings to
add decorative details to their baked goods.” This kind of messy play is more
than fun - it helps children build social skills, stretch their imaginations, and
practice problem-solving in a hands-on way.

Thank you so much to the Rogers family for your time and thoughtfulness. The
mud kitchen has quickly become a playground hot spot!

A Very Muddy Thank-You to the Rogers Family!

Fundraising

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/123796


This year, we have been rolling out a new fundraising initiative called
The Booker Fund. The Booker Fund is the backbone of The Booker
School’s fundraising program. This annual fund provides vital support
that allows us to hire the best teachers, give them the resources they
need, offer financial assistance to amazing students, and give our
students the chance to go beyond. Most of our donors choose to
make unrestricted gifts, allowing the school the greatest flexibility to
deploy funds where they are most needed. Some of our donors prefer
to direct their gifts specifically to financial assistance to ensure that
the school can offer sustainable support to families who enrich our
community in every way. 

2025-2026 Goals
In the 2025-2026 school year we aim to raise $50,000 and hope that
100% of our families will join in this effort. A gift of any size makes a
difference to how we can help our students flourish this year.
​
The Booker School is a charitable organization and gifts to the Booker
Fund are tax deductible as allowed by law. Make your gift today! 
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The Booker Fund

Ways to Donate
You can easily donate and receive a tax receipt through Canada Helps  
by using this link.

We also accept cheques and e-transfer. Cheques can be made
out to The Booker School and e-transfers can be sent to
treasurer@bookerschool.com.
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Scholastic Canada Book Clubs

School Code: RC791340

@bookerschool facebook.com/bookerschool bookerschool.com

Follow us online!

TBS Awarded CPCF Grant

We’re thrilled to share that The Booker School
has been awarded a Canada Post Community
Foundation grant to strengthen our Structured
Literacy Program! This funding will help us add
items such as decodable books and online tools
to support every student’s growth in reading,
writing, and comprehension.

This grant is an exciting boost to our mission of
providing an exceptional, evidence-based
literacy program and empowering students with
the skills they need to thrive.

Awarded over $4000 towards TBS’s
Structured Literacy program!

https://bookclubs.scholastic.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/bookerschool/
http://facebook.com/bookerschool
http://www.bookerschool.com/


Uniforms 

We want to take this opportunity to wish
Ms. Melissa W. and her family all the best
as they prepare for their exciting
delivery! We can’t wait to meet the
youngest member of the Booker
community! 

Best Wishes to Ms. Melissa!

Uniforms & Consignment
Clothes with The Booker School uniform colours are available from
retailers such as Old Navy, Gap, and Children’s Place. We are currently
looking into Canadian suppliers for our logoed clothing. We also have
gently used pieces at school on a “take what you need, give what you
can” basis. Please contact the office to arrange a time to browse. This
program is part of the Parent Participation Program, and we’d love a
volunteer to help manage it. If you’d like to take this on, please email
jamie.ohanlon@bookerschool.com.

We’re also excited for a new chapter with
another Ms. Melissa! Next week, Ms.
Melissa D. will take over as the Grade 4
teacher, and we know the class is going
to have an incredible year!

mailto:jamie.ohanlon@bookerschool.com


Here’s a bit of what we got up to in September!

Back to School



An important part of The Booker School
experience is having opportunities to explore
our local community. We also benefit greatly
from the volunteer efforts of our friends and
family. The forms below enable us to provide
safe programming for all students. Please fill
them out at your earliest convenience.

Forms

8.5 Activity Waiver 

9.5a Volunteer Driver

Please note that The Booker School will now hold
volunteer record checks for two years. If you submitted
these documents in 2024-25, you do not need to do so

this year.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUhFxPcZcD-RKDNn_l521pFy-W3AcsCok8QazDc9R_yQsICQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115117311782930297771
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUhFxPcZcD-RKDNn_l521pFy-W3AcsCok8QazDc9R_yQsICQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115117311782930297771
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeknOTBv-b1gtBdrkF7B7Y2S1J7Nfxss44InOW4wOhlPtv5g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115117311782930297771


Community Corner

Cadance offers a wide range of classes in Ballet, Contemporary, Jazz, Acro, Hip Hop,
and more! Our classes are structured to teach skill mastery in a fun environment
where children can grow in confidence, strength and ability. Learn more and sign-
up for your Free 7 Day Pass here.

https://www.cadanceacademy.ca/


 2025-2026 Master Calendar


