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MONTH

Upcoming Dates
Mar. 4-6 - Frozen Jr - A G4-8 Musical Production

Mar. 9-20 - March Break

April 8 - Coffee Morning at The Port Pub

April 3-6 - School Closed - Good Friday & Easter Monday

April 30 - Teacher Work Day & Student-Led Conferences

May 13 - Coffee Morning at The Port Pub

May 24 - School Closed - Victoria Day 

May 25 - School Closed - Teacher Work Day

June 10 - Coffee Morning at The Port Pub

June 13 - Spring Fling - Port Williams Days

June 18 - End of Year Assembly
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I apologise for writing to you all a little later than
intended! We have just finished another incredible
musical at CentreStage theatre in Kentville. Our
Grade 4-8 students put on a wonderful production of
Frozen Jr and we were so pleased to see our younger
friends from Booker in the audience.

This show would not have been possible without the
incredible sponsors and the numerous volunteers
that put in time, skill and creativity to bring the magic
to life. Congratulations to our Creative Director, Ms
Sarah Pound, for another magical show. 

The Grade 4-8 Performing Arts Program gives all of
our students the opportunity to engage in a large
scale musical production. These experiences bring
valuable learning opportunities to our students. Every
year we see incredible leadership, commitment and
creativity. The week at CentreStage creates bonds
across the grade levels so that students see their
support beyond their own homeroom classes. The
performing arts program is also an avenue to
develop public speaking skills, resilience and
collaborative skills. 

We would like to thank the parents of all G4-8
students for their flexibility in driving to and from the
theatre, for finding costumes and accessories, and for
throwing the after-show cast party at the Wolfville
Legion!

We are excited to look at our options for 2025-26!

Mr James

By Mr James Weekes 
Head of School

A musical delight

Most of our Frozen shows
sold out!

Did you know?

Ski lessons at Martock
have started really well!



Events & Notes

Our Coffee Mornings will continue in Term 3. These mornings offer a great opportunity
for families to build community connections.

April 8, May 13, June 10
Coffee Mornings at The Port Pub 



The Grade 1 students have been engaged in many different types of
hands-on learning activities this month as they have been using their
mathematical knowledge of two and three dimensional shapes in order
to creatively construct three dimensional models of animals and their
environments! They have had a lot of fun using their critical and
independent problem solving skills to transform their ideas into
wonderful creations!

Hands on Learning Using 
Three-Dimensional Shapes

Grade 1 
By Ms. Josanne



A Trip to the Kentville Library
The Grade 1 students embarked on a memorable trip to the beautiful Kentville
Library, where the librarian, Ms. Julie Johnson, awaited our arrival and began by
hosting a read aloud of the book 'The Curious Why' written by Angela Diterlizzi and
illustrated by Lorena Alvarez Gómez. 

The students were introduced to the the ways that books are organised in a library
and were then able to discover many new books of interest during their
participation in a library scavenger hunt in which they had a to find items such as
a non-fiction book, a fiction book and a book about animals.

The students selected some of their favourite finds and found a cozy spot to enjoy
reading their books with their parents and friends. The most memorable part of the
day proved to be the novelty felt as the students checked out a book after having
received their very first library card!

The Grade 1 students were very thankful to Ms. Johnson and the wonderful team of
librarians who were all so welcoming!



Grade 5 students explored the line of inquiry “The reaction or
changes in properties of matter” by making crystals using borax and
hot water. 

Through this hands-on experiment, students learned the difference
between physical and chemical changes. They discussed how
crystal formation is a physical change, since no new substance is
created and the process can be reversed. Students observed the
changes over time and used science vocabulary to explain their
thinking.

HOW THE WORLD WORKSHOW THE WORLD WORKSHOW THE WORLD WORKS

EXPLORING PHYSICAL AND
CHEMICAL CHANGES OF
MATTER ALLOWS US TO

UNDERSTAND OUR WORLD.

GRADE 5
BY MS. KATHERINE



Grade 5 also explored volcanoes and how they work! they created a
simulation of a volcano using baking soda and vinegar to see a chemical
change in action. Students observed bubbling, fizzing, and foam as new
substance called carbon dioxide gas formed, learning that some changes
in matter cannot be reversed.

They then researched real volcanoes and how they erupt, where they are
found, and how volcanic rocks are used in everyday life. Students even got
to look at volcanic ash from Guatemala, making a real-world connection to
their learning.



In PSHE, we began the new year with a Fitness and Health unit. We started by talking
about goal setting and what our fitness goals would be for 2026. I emphasized the
importance of starting the year off with purpose and determination. The students in
Grades 2-8 were given a Fitness Log project, which included three weeks of recording
their activities after school.

Over the 3 weeks, the students were very motivated and demonstrated lots of resilience.
Many of the students would come up to me, saying how excited they were about what
they entered in their Fitness Logs. The students had to take responsibility for filling out
their logs on their own time. At the end of the assignment, the students were to fill out a
reflection on this Fitness Log assignment. A quote from one of the students that stayed
with me was “My highlight was doing the exercises and other things because I did
something active at the end of my day instead of doing nothing. I pushed myself to try
new things and it was really fun”. 

Overall, the students were very happy with their after-school fitness endeavors, and
some students wanted to carry on with their logs for themselves. I was impressed with all
their Fitness Log efforts, emphasizing that they should be very proud of themselves!

PSHE FITNESS LOGSPSHE FITNESS LOGSPSHE FITNESS LOGS   
BY MR. CONNORBY MR. CONNORBY MR. CONNOR   

PSHE FITNESS LOGS‌
BY MR. CONNOR 



Grade 1 &‌ ‌
Card making Club 

In celebration of Valentine's Day, the After School Card Making Club students created a unique
card by using straw blowing techniques with watercolour paint.

Focusing on the Attribute of the Learner Profile which encourages the students to 'Be Caring', each
student expressed their appreciation for those who they love and care for by creating a hand
made card. The Grade 1 student's made a collaged paper heart for the front of their cards using
recycled materials.



FELT SEWING WI
TH THE

CRAFT CLUB



LEGOLEGO
ROBOTICSROBOTICS

LEGOLEGO
ROBOTICSROBOTICS



This year, 9 students from Grade 4-8 participated in the First
Lego League season. The theme this year was ‘Unearthed’,

an exploration into the field of archaeology. 

Our students interviewed an archaeologist (Fin) who had
spent some time at dig sites in Guatemala. Fin shared that

one of the issues facing their team was the transportation of
artefacts. 

Our students chose to use this as their focus for the project
and delved into the world of delivery drones.

At the annual event, hosted by Acadia University,
Bookerbotics had to compete with multiple other schools in
the Robot Game. They designed a complex robot that was

able to complete a range of missions with different
attachments.

We had a fun time this year and look forward to finding out
the theme for the next one!



Volunteering &
the Parent

Participation
Program

For families on the three-payment plan, don’t
forget to send in your March payments at the
beginning of the month.  Please send e-
transfers to:

 treasurer@bookerschool.com

Please note that we can also take Visa
payments in the office with a 3% charge.

Tuition Payments for 2025-26

Our school community thrives when families
get involved! Volunteering is a great way to
meet others and support the experiences
that make our school special. Whether you
can help in the classroom, at events, or by
sharing a skill, every contribution makes a
difference. If you can give some time this
year, we’d love to hear from you.

Parent Participation Program
If you would like to sign up for our

Parent Participation Program, 
please email:

jamie.ohanlon@bookerschool.com

mailto:treasurer@bookerschool.com
mailto:treasurer@bookerschool.com
mailto:jamie.ohanlon@bookerschool.com


Scholastic Canada Book Clubs

School Code: RC791340

@bookerschool facebook.com/bookerschool bookerschool.com

Follow us online!

Seasonal Notes
Clothing - Students of all ages should make sure they have spare clothes
in their bags or cubbies. We love to head outside in all weather, so let’s
make sure our students are ready for it!

https://bookclubs.scholastic.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/bookerschool/
http://facebook.com/bookerschool
http://www.bookerschool.com/


This year, we have been rolling out a new fundraising initiative calledThis year, we have been rolling out a new fundraising initiative called
The Booker Fund. The Booker Fund is the backbone of The BookerThe Booker Fund. The Booker Fund is the backbone of The Booker
School’s fundraising program. This annual fund provides vital supportSchool’s fundraising program. This annual fund provides vital support
that allows us to hire the best teachers, give them the resources theythat allows us to hire the best teachers, give them the resources they
need, offer financial assistance to amazing students, and give ourneed, offer financial assistance to amazing students, and give our
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In the 2025-2026 school year we aim to raise $50,000 and hope thatIn the 2025-2026 school year we aim to raise $50,000 and hope that
100% of our families will join in this effort. A gift of any size makes a100% of our families will join in this effort. A gift of any size makes a
difference to how we can help our students flourish this year.difference to how we can help our students flourish this year.
  
The Booker School is a charitable organization and gifts to the BookerThe Booker School is a charitable organization and gifts to the Booker
Fund are tax deductible as allowed by law. Make your gift today!Fund are tax deductible as allowed by law. Make your gift today!  
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community in every way. 

2025-2026 Goals
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100% of our families will join in this effort. A gift of any size makes a
difference to how we can help our students flourish this year.

The Booker School is a charitable organization and gifts to the Booker
Fund are tax deductible as allowed by law. Make your gift today! 

The Booker Fund
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Ways to Donate
You can easily donate and receive a tax receipt through Canada Helps  
by using this link.

We also accept cheques and e-transfer. Cheques can be made
out to The Booker School and e-transfers can be sent to
treasurer@bookerschool.com.

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/123796
mailto:treasurer@bookerschool.com


I first met Johanna Mercer, the founder of The Booker School, in
2011 handing out flyers at the Wolfville Farmers’ Market with her
son Will, who was seven at the time. They were promoting the idea
of starting a school similar to the one Will had attended in
Vancouver (Stratford Hall). I was immediately intrigued, and along
with other teachers with international experience, we hosted
camps to show potential families a different model of education.
When the school opened a year later, I was the first teacher hired.
Fifteen years and two maternity leaves later, I am still here. I have
taught every grade at the school, including French and
coordinating the After School Program. Now I spend my days with
the middle school, leading them on adventures in language arts
and social studies (and grueling, but rewarding bike rides). 

Tell us a little about yourself, your interests, and your
connection to the school.

My undergrad degree was in International Development Studies.
Many of my job experiences involved working with community
groups and facilitating workshops both in Canada and abroad.
Through these experiences, I realised that I really loved teaching. I
was almost thirty when I decided to get my BEd. To me education
has always been about helping students discover who they are,
lean into what they are passionate about, and discover how they
can make a positive impact on the people around them and the
world at large. Think…Act…Become.

What inspired you to become an educator, and what
keeps you passionate about teaching? 

I grew up in St John’s, Newfoundland, and even though I have no
plans of leaving the Valley, Home will always be “The Rock.” I have
lived and worked in many places before landing in Nova Scotia.
When I was seventeen, I toured Canada with a puppet show on
AIDS education. I spent many summers and two winters working at
backcountry lodges in the Canadian Rockies. I researched urban
organic farms while studying at la Universidad de La Habana,
Cuba. I lived on a dairy farm in rural Brazil while teaching English. I
taught high school in a remote Inuit community in Nunavik,
Northern Quebec. These are just a few of my many adventures
before putting down roots in the Annapolis Valley. 

What is something people might be surprised to learn
about you? 

Community
Spotlight
Temma Frecker

Parent & Educator

It’s hard to pick a single moment from my many
years with The Booker School. Instead, let me
reflect on how the school has grown, and the
positive impact it has had on so many. I have
seen the school blossom from a dozen students
to almost eighty! In my first year, I taught grades
3-6 at the same time, harkening back to the
one-room schoolhouse model. I love seeing
students try new things or get better at doing
something that is really challenging for them. I
see our graduates take that drive into their lives
post-Booker, doing amazing things in high
school, university and beyond. We have alumni
excelling across such a wide range of
specialties, everything from architecture and
engineering to theatre and visual arts. I am
looking forward to our first alumni to return to us
as a teacher - full circle moment!

What is a moment you experienced at our
school that made a meaningful impact on
you?



An important part of The Booker School
experience is having opportunities to explore
our local community. We also benefit greatly
from the volunteer efforts of our friends and
family. The forms below enable us to provide
safe programming for all students. Please fill
them out at your earliest convenience.

Forms

8.5 Activity Waiver 

9.5a Volunteer Driver

Please note that The Booker School will now hold
volunteer record checks for two years. If you submitted
these documents in 2024-25, you do not need to do so

this year.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUhFxPcZcD-RKDNn_l521pFy-W3AcsCok8QazDc9R_yQsICQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115117311782930297771
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUhFxPcZcD-RKDNn_l521pFy-W3AcsCok8QazDc9R_yQsICQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115117311782930297771
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeknOTBv-b1gtBdrkF7B7Y2S1J7Nfxss44InOW4wOhlPtv5g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115117311782930297771


Community Corner

If you know of any great clubs or activities for children or
adults, feel free to send us your connections! We are also

posting opportunities throughout the year on the TBS
Families Facebook Group.



February





 2025-2026 Master Calendar
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